The  Crowd in  Peace  and War

The point to be made clear is that absorption into a
crowd is not an intellectual but an emotional process.
A band passes along a street with colours flying and sol-
diers marching proudly behind. The onlooker is tempted
to march.with them, falling into step. He almost feels
himself one of them; the collective spirit touches him.
He follows on to barracks and enlists. Or he meets a
friend who has enlisted, and catches the spirit from him,
or reads an exhortation in his newspaper. Nine times
out of ten enlistment results from a sudden emotion.
The man whose reason drives him to enlist against his
will is a,rare and high exception. It is the will itself
that generally suffers change under the influence of crowd-
emotion.

"In the East," writes Kinglake in " Eothen," "you might
"as well dispute the efficacy of grass or grain as of magic.
"There is no controversy about the matter. The effect
"of this, the unanimous belief of an ignorant people, upon
"the mind of a stranger is extremely curious and well
"worth noticing. A man coming freshly from Europe
"is at first proof against the nonsense with which he is
"assailed, but often it happens that after a little while
"the social atmosphere in which he lives will begin to
"infect him, and if he has been unaccustomed to the
"cunning of fence by which Reason prepares the means
"of guarding herself against Fallacy, he will yield himself
"at last to the faith of those around him, and this he will
"do by sympathy, it would seem, rather than conviction.
"I have been much interested in observing that the
"mere 'practical man,' however skilful and shrewd in
"his own way, has not the kind of power that will enable
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